INTRODUCTION. 


The iw.-nt political developments in the Jammu and 
Kashmir State have focussed world attention on this beautiful 
land. It was not for the first time in the recent past that this 
State came Into news. The political happenings in the State 
following the partition of the Sub-continent of India, had 
already attracted considerable attention at home and abroad. 

It common knowledge now that the Jammu and Kashmir 
State was subjected, in October 1917 . to an unprovoked armed 
aggression from Pakistan which placed its national existence 
in jeopardy. At that critical hour of national crisis when a 
moment’s delay might have cost us all. the leaders of the National 
('onference approached the Government of India for help and 
requested it to accept the accession of the State with India 
and assist the Kashmiri people in fighting back the aggression 
The Government of India accepted the request and assured 
the people of the Jammu and Kashinir Slate of their exercise of 
right of self-determination after the restoration oi normal condi¬ 
tions in the State. 


The situation brought about in the State by the invasion 
from Pakistan was then referred by the Government 
to the United Nations. Instead ol redressing the wrong in^fiicted 
upon the Kashmiri people by the aggression, some members of 
this august organisation made calculated attempts to shelve and 
obscure India’s complaint and subordinate it to considerations 
extraneous to the issue referred to it. The interested foreip 
powers made no attempt to evaluate the case on its merits. 
They only complicated it and involved it with other international 
issues, primarily the is.sue of power politics These foreign 
powers also attempted to rob the Jammu and Kashmir people 
of their hard-won freedom and deprive them of iheir inalienable 

light of self-determination. 

Tlie relationship ol the State with India established in 1947 

enabled the Kashmiri people to withstand the 
and pressure of international forces and to defend ‘^eir freedom 
and sovereignty. This relationship also helped m the ulfilment 
of their cherished ideals and aspirations, particularly because 
the Man Constitution had fully preserved the autonomous 

position of the State. 

This relationship with India not only secured for ‘he State 
an honourable position but also guaranteed to its people the 
right of self-determination. Consequently, in exercise of this 
right, the Constituent Assembly was established the pu^ 
of evolving the future constitutional shape and structure of tn 

State. 
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II I iU- Ij-umu and Kashmir Govcjnuient an- 

A-. u >v-‘U ^ j reachine reforms which was calculated 

uouiiced a programm f f economic 

to wip= out S°^,^ But unfortunately the lefotms 

system prevalent in as a section of leadcrsliip led by 

ShefkrMohXTnad'TbduHali wanted to take advantage ol lolitical 
uncertainty "ononite difficulties -.f-'-d-n.stration (or their 

ulterior designs of establishing an independent Ka.bnin. 

The (ailnre of many of the policies and ameliorative me.cures 
at ;.G*/-rnm;ntcauvcd widespread economic discontent among 
the people ot the State. Moreover, the invasion had senously 
effected the economy of the State and had caused violent disloca¬ 
tions in a number of trades and profcs.sions resulting >" 'V'desptead 
unemployment and under-employment, economic malad u-tinenls 
and a precipitous fall in tlie l.vng standard oi f ‘ “ 

time when strong measures and bold steps were neetlLd, the taiidar 
of efficiency ol the administration and ns etliics had g>tA> 
deteriorated. .\11 these factors created widtspnad di=cci,lti.t 

in the various parts of the State. 


The economic cli^lre^s of llw people made it possible tor 
communalism to raise its ugly head lu the State and attempt at 
disruptive and anti-national activities. The failures of the 
Government provided an opportunity to unpatriotic elements to 
exploit the situation and work for the disintegration of the btate. 


But what Nvas more tragic and unfortunate was that a section 
of the National Conference leadership itself had refused to face 
the stern reality. Instead of meeting the demands f*'‘e people 
and removing the root cause of the economic crisis, it attemptea 
to divert the attention of the people into factional and fissiparous 
activities. This tendency reached the climax when some leaders 
of the National Conference started talking in terms of coromunalism. 
These leaders were taking recourse to these acts with a desire to 
escape the responsibility for their failure to alleviate the tcoi.cmic 
distress of the people. 


The events reached a crisis-point in last May when the National 
Conference Working Committee was in session. A small section 
ofthe Wocking Committee members, headedby Sheikh Mohammad 
Ab'dUllaff;'’openly repudiated the past programme and ideals of the 
National Conference and advocated the alternative of creating an 
“ independent ” Valley of Kashmir. 


In utter disregard of joint responsibility and collettne func¬ 
tioning, Sheikh Moliaminad Abdullah*ftade public pionounctir-tnts 
Which went counter to the declared policies of the Government 
itself.' lie denounced the Delhi Agreement which formed, and 
continues to form even to-day, the ieet-anchor of the policies of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Government. His irresponsible public 
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utterances destroyed public confidence in various parts of the State 
and accentuated its agonising political uncertainty. 

It wss against this background that the three Cabinet “'"'Stets 
submitted a joint memorandum to Sheikh Mohammad 
onAu»ust7 On the subsequent dav, the Sadar-i-Rijasat m 
his meeting ivith Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah conveyed tohirn his 
deep concern at the serious differences existing m the Ceb'Mt. 
The Sadar-i-Riyasat impressed upon him the 

restoring harmony and unity of purpose “"^d 

Cabinet in the execution of its policies. i^ 

,.„„.\bdullah was unable to assure him that these d’A^reticcs could be 

remedied. The Sadar-i-Riyasat ^Tdence on 

emergent meeting of the Cabinet should be '"f (he 

the same day (,.e. .August 8 ) sothat they 

possibilities of securing a stable, (-"vaded the 

For the State. But Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah e-vaded tne 

issue. 

The Sadar-i-Rivasaf then came to ‘he eonclusion that the 

present Cabinet could not continue h, had 

Fccordinglv informed Sheikh Mohammad Abdulldfi that he 

dissolved the Council of Ministers headed by him. 

TIieSadar-i-RiyasatlateroninvitedBakshiGhulam^^^^^^^^ 

the Deputy Leader of the National of the 

Legislative Assembly, to help him m the 
new Cabinet. The Sadar-i-Riyasat wrote to during 

tinuance in office of the new Cabinet would f" 

a vote of confidence from the Legislative Assembly during 

coming session. 

Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad>ias sworn in the Prime Minister 
of the Jammu and Kashmir State on August 9 . 

in the House 


Sip. 


I beg to move the following motion . 

i. 


This Assembly records Tv htorder'“LS 

timely action taken by the me to form the 

nth August, 1953 and therefater in asking me 

present Ministry. 

Thi= Assembly further pledges its support to^nnd 
expresses its complete faith and co 
Ministry. 



Tlie motion was unaniimusly adopted. 

Bik'ihi Gh ilam Mohammad's' gtatemcDt and the views 
expressed by the various members of the Legislature are given in 
following pages. 





Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad 
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Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad's Statement 

I crave permission to make a statement before tlic House in 
regard to a matter of grave national importance connected with 
the recent changes that have come about in the State. 


Before I dwell on the various features of the situation 
as it developed recently in the State, I wish to make it cl^r tliat 
I and mv colleagues have undertaken the responsibilities ofCovr-rn- 
ment after carefully w'eighing the gravity of tlie events whicli 
faced us. It is a painful fact that in doing so we were parting 
company with some of our intimate colleagues. Our political 
associations had naturally given rise to deep affection and esteem 
for each other. It was. therefore, with much angmsli that we weic 
compelled to severe our relations with these colleagues. At a time 
when the fate of our people w'as hanging in the balance any hesita¬ 
tion on our part would have led to a gruesome tragedy in which 
our national freedom and honour and the peace and security of 
the State would have been gravely threatened. As the hon^'urablc 
Members are aware, the Kashmir question has been deliberately 
complicated inasmuch as it has been involved with other inter¬ 
national issues. This is obvious because at no time has a serious 
attempt been made to evaluate the case of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir on its merits. In the context of this international 
position of the State, the responsibility of our people huemes 
all the more heavy. It has got to he recognised that the ultmiaU- 
guarantee of asserting the w'ill of the people is the ability of the 
people themselves to withstand the impact of internaticnnl forces 
Nvhich are working in subtle ways to set Hum against each other, 


It is necessary to evaluate the significance of the recent 
events against this background since we can no longer affoid to 
isolate ourselves from the broader current of world histcry rrd 
the burden of our decision becomes weighty when we consider this 
aspect of our delicate position. 

An Honourable Position for the State 

It is worthwhile to recall that the State was invaded in 
1947 and subsequently it established a constitutional relationship 
with India which enabled the people here to defend their freedom 
lives and honour. This relationship was a ogical consequence of 
the community of ideals which had guided the national movement 
of the State in close association with the anti-imperialist struggles 
of the Indian people. We were fully conscious of the rights and 
privileges that accrued from accession of the State v.ith India as the 
Indian constitution had fully preserved our autonomous position 
and assured us of the fullest support and assistance for our develop¬ 
ment. 
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NTnf oiilv wds an honourable position secured for the 

structure of the State. 

'Havine been provided with opportunities for sdf-fulfil- 

m-nt and the realisation of our social and °to ^aS 

h. Government of the State should have been able to afford 

■jiriantial relief to the people so as to raise their standard of living 
o a d "'nrievel. The Government and the people of India, 
^ laranle'd a special constitutional position to our State and our 
wishes in all matters affecting State were a ways scrupulouslj 
rc;o'''ted. The honourable Idembers know full 
v^aionted certain decisions with regard to such fundamental 

nroblems as land reforms, adoption of a State Flag, the 
I)f inMiarchv etc., our right to do so was not questioned although 
l-h radical and far-reaching changes involved adjustments in 
ih > Indian Constitution itself. This spirit of accommodation and 
Umoathv for our legitimate and democratic aspirations shown 
bv the pjople of India is an abiding proof of the fruitfulness of 
our association with the Union. 

Opportunities Missed 


With all these opportunities and resources at the disposal 
of the State Government it was expected that an all-out effort 
would be made to bring about a material change in the economic 
condition of the masses, but it is a cruel irony that amidst the 
bounties of nature, human beings continued to take out a 

precarious existence. 

The National Conference had pledged itself to end these 
degrading conditions of the people of the State. If had been 
struggling for nearly two decades to secure power for the people 
to enable'them to improve their lot. And when in 1947 power did 
at last come into the hands of their reprcsentalivK, they hailed 
this with unprecedented joy. People now hopefully looked 
forward to better times and richer rewards for- their labours. 
They were eager to participate in the task of national reconstruc¬ 
tion. 


In spite of the clear mandate given to- it by the National 
Conference, the Government did not properly utifize: the oppor¬ 
tunities that were available-to it. The situation; needed- bold 
and determined steps to reshape the country in accordance with 
the social and economic policies of "New Kashmir". But, 
unfortunately, in spite of its earlier enthusiasm and promise the 
Government failed to assess the needs of the people and satisfy 
them in an appropriate manner. 
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The Matioiirtl fonf^iciue haH <ugge:t.^vl rii?ny an antellrjia- 
live to improvt' the .-onditioh of tho mt'SC; hut tlieii 

ssonce and spirit were killei) in tin- cour''^* --f adn ir'snaih*. 
handling. As a consequerne. the results fell far shori of th.; 
expectations which these t.v.-lulioiiafy inf.iiures had evoked 
among the peOolf'. 

UEFORifs AND ThEIK ErFECFS 

As this House is fully aware, the Gov<?rnmeni announcer! 
a b.'oid-based programme of reforms for the improvenient of th*. 
conditions of the peasantry. The purpose- was to n ndr-i justice 
to the tiller bv restoring to him the right to reap the In!! fruits ol 
his labour. But what w s giveii to him with one hand was taken 
away with the other hecaus*' the manner of irrrlnvrnting ihc-se 
reforms opened avenues of greater corruption with the result that 
the gift was bereft of the benefit. Moreover, food policies of the 
Government virtually squeezed tb. rnltivatcrs of all their earnings 
and they were subjected to a harsh system of exaction. Most 
of the surplus stocks of f)odgrnins went into the blarkmarket 
even through the agenci's of the Oovernnient. 

Another factor which disturbed rural economy and 
brought further misery to the rural pupolatioii was the mishandling 
of the Co-operative movemont. .-\s the Hon’hlr Members are 
aware, the principles underlying this movement are gocci, but the 
way in which it was managed in the State made it a mockery. A 
few individuals monopolised the movement for furthciinp their own 
interests. They crippled all local initiative in th< covntivfide 
and themselves indulged in profiteering and blade rraikcl activities. 
Things came to such a pass that n co-operative agency became 
an instrument of hardship and popularly the term became an equi¬ 
valent for tvrannv. 

Besides, the economic life of the villages was further 
dislocated by the complete elimination of. credit facilities for the 
needy agriculturists. Although the liquidation of indebtedness 
and the usurious system of money-lending had been undertaken, 
no effort was made to provide alternative means of credit. 

Similarly, in the spheres of industrial development, em¬ 
ployment, health and education, the Government pursued policies 
which were totally inadequate for the growing needs of our people. 
Instead of adopting measures for tackling the problems of poverty, 
illiteracy and backwardness, public resources were in certain 
cases spent on costly schemes which yielded scarcely any benefits 
for the common man. 

Vacillations of Leadership 

These failures and shortcomings in the implementation 



. V oi the National Conference disturbed the mmd 

oi the basic policies oUhe opportunity to reactionary 

ul LUC people geneially P’’. , .. Qnte to exploit the situation 
demerns both ^ This natuxaUy 

led to the i^eeds 

one hand refused obstina > t^ disruption.under cover 

of the people and on the , attention of the people 

of alluring slogans activities It is obvious that 

.nto facfonal an^ ,“ch organisations nas highly 

the agitation smt ^ ^y ^ country and misleading 

detrmienUl to the cepurcussions. The Goveinment 

in ternib i,‘nrF n ^ober appraisal of lli^? situation, 

terms of cornmuna ^ jS ^ actual fact this course ol 

Thb New Trenp 

The events came to a head in last May when the Nationai 
r.mference Working Committee met at Srinagar. During the 
^Tcussio^s S lasted a number of days, differences on major 
^"ues became manifest. These differences were not of a rnmor 
character but involved a complete departure from the declared 
uoiicierand programme of the National Conference. The majority 
oMhe members while advocating a strict adherence to the basic 
policies of the organisation, sought to focus attention on the need 
For bold measures of reform and remedy. A small section in the 
\Vorkin« Committee resisted this correct approach to the solution 
!if the problems facing the country and with a view 
their pUition and prestige took a stand which was fundarnentally 
opposed to the ideals and principles of the National Conference. 
They did not merely seek to repudiate all that they had stood for 
but went to the length of openly advocating positive ^tern^ives 
for the creation of an " Independent Valley of Kashmir from the 
debris of a State shattered to pieces. 

Dangers Ahead 


About the same time. Sir, as is well known, a happy 
change was beginning to come about in the rel^ions between 
India and Pakistan. After the recent change of Government in 
Pakistan, it was widely felt there that the interests of that Dominion 
could be best secured by establishing freindship and co-opcration 
with the people of India. This was a desirable change even from 
the point of view of our problem. Once other outstanding disputes 
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between Lliein were jellied ainicablv, ii wuuliJ Im lulj-lul m ilir 
creation of necessary goodwill to enable tin- peu]>k ol iIk Jaihiiiii 
and Kasbmir >tati' to »‘XLtci>e ilieir ligiii ol M-ll-deUrrmnaiioii 
for ascertaining llie lutuie >liape and alldi.iiion,-' ni ilren 
country. 


So, as 1 was saying, the mooting of the two Ihinie Mini-'ii i> 
was a welcomo de\olopnv.nt and tlie p-‘iU'e-lo\ ing poopii. all <a» i 
the world blessed their endeavours in restoring liiejulh’ relation.' 
between the two counlrios. It was for llio first time that they 
were seeking each other’s co-operation for the lestoiation ol peace 
and amity between their peoples without any foreign iiitoi ventimi. 
Instead of contibuting towards the restoration ol a healthy 
atmosphere conducive to the success of the negotiations o] the t w <- 
Prime Ministers, coercive methods were adopted to wieck the 
chances of an amicable settlement. I'resli obstacles were mated 
by bringing in totally novel proposals for the settlc-ineiir ol tlte 
Kashmir problem. The tw.o Prime .Alinisters were proceeding 
on tlic assumption that a solution was possible by narrowing th- 
area of disagreement over issues which Jiad been already discussed 
at length during tlie course of the last live years. 13y suggesting 
alternative solutions which liad no relation to the Juiulamciital 
points of difference between India and Pakistan it was obviou- 
that the negotiations could not yield any successful results. Jlore- 
over, such proposals threatened to pave the way for interesUd 
foreign powers to operate freely in this part of the woild as well, 
thereby endangering the freedom, peace and security of the entire 
sub-continent. 


In pursuance of this suicidal policy n virulent campaign 
was carried on with a view to rousing the communal and religious 
passions of the people. The fundamental policies wliich formed 
the bedrock of the democratic moveincjit in the State were lu ing 
reversed. The public mind ws thoroughly confused and ennse 
quentiy people became apprehensive. In this unhealthy atmospliere, 
anti-national elements attempted sabotage and subversion. The 
country seemed to be on the brink of a great conflagaration iji 
which thousands of lives would have perished. 


Foreign Influences. 


The visists of some foreign diplomats and statesmen about 
this time gave greater impetus to this disruptive moveinenl 
and consequently open references were made to the assistance that 
would be forthcoming for an “independent’’ Kashmir. But il 
I may say so, a call for foreign aid in the present state of international 
relations was nothing short of political adventure without regard 
to the grave and far—reaching consequences that would suiely 
follow such a reckless step. 



ATTEMPT TO bypass THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. 

In this grave hour 

peoples' rights was f ij -5 ^lonc was competent to 

Assembly and it was obvious . in the structure 

sanction any ° u^o^^-ever great hfs position may be. 

of the State No organ of the 

siasssf«:S 

Constitution whicl. had given Inm the position he held. 

Sir this was the state of affairs whidi confronfed us 
ot'L‘r'%ond?Uon’s ‘of driff “ani^Ls^cle'h'i^l re'achoralaTming 

i-irnnortions Contrarv to all canons of democracy the views o 

ssfSrEiSi:JK £5 

S3fi« s'S'sr's? 

S" “ ss ?.3 s;.S'-\t — 

their uagic implications. A minority in the Government and the 

National Conference Working Committee Xts 

the constitution. While holding responsible rninistenal otttces 
and being committed to certain irrevocable decisions, this section 
of the leadership tried to WTiggle out of its obligations winch the> 
owed to the country and its constitution by taking recourse to 

agitational and subversive methods. 

Crisis Reaches Fever Point 


Bv this time the administrative machinery had tho^ugh- 
lybeen paralysed, causing further suffering to the people. Flout¬ 
ing the principle of joint responsibility and collective functioning, 
measures were adopted to gain political support for 
plans surreptitiously. It was a heart-rending spectacle which 
no patriot could suffer with equanimity and complacency. 

The crisis came to a head when the resignation of one 
of the Cabinet colleagues was demanded to the amazement of 
everyone. The motive behind this unw’arranted and uncalled-for 
action was to reduce the maj ority of their opponents. WTiat politi¬ 
cal pressure and persuasion had not achieved for them was sought 
by back-door and dubious methods. 


Our Responsibility 

The Hon’ble Members can w'ell imagine what explosive 
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possibilities were opened by such high-handed policies. I and my 
colleagues had to do something in order to arrest this dangerous 
situation before it would worsen beyond control. We considered 
the issues coolly and dispassionately and we were led to the con¬ 
clusion that any further delay in taking positive steps would be 
fraught with grave consequence for the State. If we had faltered 
at this grave hour of crisis, we would have been lacking in our duty 
to our people. Consequntlyj we adopted the onlj' course open to us] 
we decided to part from our colleagues as their approach and attitude 
was clearly inimical to the freedom and progress of the 
State. Accordingly, we sent a memorandum to the Prime 
Minister of the State, drawing his attention to the conditions which 
had come about as a result of the major differences in our respective 
points of view. We conveyed our considered opinion that in these 
conditions the Government, as constituted then, could not be 
efficient or effective in handling tlie affairs of the State. 

The S.vd.\r-i-Riyas.at Acts 

The Sadar-i-Riyasat intervened at this stage and asked the 
Prime Minister to bring about harmony and unity in his Government 
and for this purpose he suggested a meeting of his colleagues at hi s 
residence, but the Prime Minister clearly evaded the issue and 
declined to accept tlie advice of tlie Sadar-i-Riyasat. As Head of 
t he State, it devolved upon the Sadar-i-Riyasat to act in accordance 
with the re(|uirements of the constitution and the House can well 
appreciate his responsibilities in this behalf. He was anxious 
that peace and security of the citizens should not be disturbed. 
It was obvious that the majority in the Cabinet being opposed to 
(he policies and plans advocated by the Prime Minister and one ol 
liis colleagues, and the refusal of the Prime Minister to the efforts of 
tlc’ Sidar-i-Riyasat for composing the differences in the Cabinet, 
the only course wl\ich the Head of the State could adopt was to 
dissolve t!ic Council of Ministers. 

Our Decision 

Sub>;?quently the Sadar-i-Rivasat called upon me to form 
the Government and I was faced with a grave decision. Consider¬ 
ing the seriousness of the situation, any delay in giving the people 
n Government, working harmoniously in accordance with the 
dccKrod policies of the State, would have created further complica- 
lions. I immediately consulted my colleagues and they were of the 
opinion that I should accept the burdens of this great responsibility 
in order to preserve the peace and security of the I State. I 
accordingly obeyedtheirdecision and assurned the responsibilities 
of tlie Head of the Government in a spirit of resignation and 
humility. 

As Prime Minister of t he new Government, it was my 
painful duty to prevent our erstwhile colleagues from continuing 
in their activities which would surely result in a holocaust, ^^e 
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were, therefore, constrained to detain them under the laws of the 
State. 

Confidence oe the House. 

^ir I rcerct that owing to the conditions prevailingsofarit 
w,r "not possible for,netosecurethesanction of the Leg.slatur^or 
the assumotion of mv new duties as the first servant of the people. 
Now that we are ince{ing after these momentous chanps, 1 hope 
i'^hdl hVvc the benefit of co-operation, -dv.ee and ^ 

td tl.c Hou.c in the discharge of my respons.b.ht es. 1 -^ my 
rolloaLmcs can continue in olfice only if we have the support of 
this House, riie times are critical and in the task of preserving 
freedom, pea- c and honour of millions of our f^low-countr>men. 
w.' need V'Uir fiillc-l support and co-operation- On my pait, 1 wi-h 
tf, assure vou that given the confidence ^ye shall ^ons antly be 
■guided l>v tl.o wislics of this House in the discharge of our dutj . 

M.V C.od give all of us the will and the strength to seive 
lie- people to the best of our ability ami may He in His Slcrcx 
prf)tecl tile State from all evil • 

Mr. Mir Qasim: 

file Lender ui the Hoii-e has placed before us a ccmidcte 
pu luic of all tlic developments that took jdace in the . tale duni g 
pad fmv months. It will be out uf place to make ni.y fur )k r 
.-omlnrnls „u these. I shouM. however, liketo invite the attention 

ol I he Hon'hlc Members to one or two points winch the Leackr 

■ •I I Ic H‘)usc ii.is not ex]daincd during his speech, and I would take 
1 11.' opportunity of speaking on them. 

It i- remarked hy some that the action taken by the Sadar-i- 
Ibvas.it in dissolving the previous Ministry was unconHitutici a), 
■fliis is fiiiito irrelevent, particularly when our LcgislaUiie. verbo 
willi full authority, confirms tiie action of the Sadar-i-Riyasal. 
I , tlu' railingiiUocjue’^tion of (licaulhority of theS3clar-i-Kiy3sat 
[n iak<' ->*^(11 action ha> no signiticance at alK Any way. 1 wonlcl 
lile-'to dwell on the constitutional aspects of the issue. 


It is argued that the Sadar-i-Ri>asal issued orders for the 
dismissal of the former Ministry in his capacity as the Maharaja, 
riiis argument is far from the truth. .\t the time the Sadar-i- 
Ui\ a?at assum^-d office, the chapter of the powers and prerogatives 
■ 'f the hereditary ruler had been terminated. The Sadar-i-Riyasat 
has been exercising the' po'vers vested in him by this Bovereign 
asseinblv in its capaicty as the constitution-making body. V.Tiat- 
<ver action the Sadar-i-Kiyasat has been taking or may take in 
lulurc, is strictly in accordance witli tlie constitution approved by 
the (Onstituent ,\sscmbly . So long as the new constitution is 
not evolved, ever}^ step that the Sadar-i-Riyasat takes will be 
governed by the existing constitution. The Constituent Assembly 



Mr. Mir Qasim 
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amended the old constitution Act and it was on tiiat basis that the 
election of the Sadar-i-Riyasat took place. Frojn the very nionient 
the Sadar-i-Riyasat was elected he started functioninj' as a 
representative of the Assembly. The Constitution Ad of S. 2008 
was amended when the former Prime Minister was in oltice. J l)is 
amendment was made by tlris Mouse in its capacity as the Consti¬ 
tuent Assembly. Accordingly, this State is known as Jammu and 
Kashmir State and its head designated as the Sadar-i-Ko• 
The word “ Maharaja " has been scrapped clf. It i?, therefon-, 
a brazen lie to say that the Sadar-i-Riyasat is ixerciMng tin- 
powers of the former Maharaja... 

There is a world of difference bi-lwicn a Maharaja and a 
Sadar-i-Riyasar. The Sadar-i-Riyasal is the Mend of the SiaO- 
elccted by us. He can exercise all those powers that are vested in 
him under the Constitution Act as amended in S. and S. mid. 
Whatever powers arc not specifically mentioned in tlie C oust it ut ion 
Act or any other law are considered to h‘C implicit. J his the 
considered opinion of all. For instance, our Con^titutujn decs not 
make any e.xplicit mention of the removal of a Ihime Mnust* i. Jut 
Section 16 of the General Clause's Act provides : 

“ Wliere by any Act or Regulation, a l)o\\er tn luako any 
appointment isconforred. then, unless a dith i cut lutenlK'H 
appears, the authority liaving power to make llic apj^oint- 
ment sliall also have power to susixud or dismiss a in 
jierson appointed by it in exercise of that j'owci. 

According to our Constitution, the >adar-i-Kiyasat appoint iig 

authority of the Prime Minister and llic ('ouncil of 3lini=tf is. * 

should read the General Clauses Act and the ( onstitution Aci 
together. You will find in the Constitution Art that the Sadai-i- 

Kiya<>atcxcrciseshis powers on theadviccof thcCouncil ol - ^ ^ 

The Constitution does not at all provide that Ihe 
will exercise his powers on the advice of tlie Prime Minister * ^ • 

When the ^?adar-i-Riyasat appoints the Prime Minister, he has ai>o 
the power, under General Clauses Act. to remove Inin Ire m cmcc... 

The House is well aware of the times when the 
liad to ascertain the view of the Council—and whatc\ ‘ ; 

procedure applicable in the circumstances, was adoptee . ^ j* 

time, three of the members of the Council infoimcd the v ac 
Riyasat by means of a Memorandum that 
not functioning on right lines. The Sadar-i-RiynFa 
certained the views of the majority of the members of r-e ■ 
and it had become clear to him that the smooth j • 

Government had become impossible. Ihercfoic the ■ 
Riyasat took this step. Even in High Courts, it -i.- 

if two out of tlirce judges differ, the jo 

While re-framing the constitution, special care had ,,f 

substitute the words “ on the advice of tlic Cabinet u 1 
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n. w... ■■ on tUe 

\‘;roHtVol t": members arc taken into considcratron. 

• u •«fT citrpad tl'iat in dismissing 
[n some quarters the rmnour^em^J^ Ministership Shree 
Sheikh Mohammad Abdallah as the 

K-iraii Singh, „'v lease of life to autocracy. This 

■‘Yavaraja.” thus gi\ removing Sheikh Mohamrnad 

rmnoar is q^ite baseless In tern . exercised 

^"r^een Vestowed upon him by us.. . 

Kolwal Chuni Lai. House to the 

Wliilc drawing J'^Oasim Lplained lucidly its 

Sadar-i-Riyasat s action. ^ * ' \i,ere is no doubt that some 

l.^l^al and constitutional imphcation . * ^n it. My 

constitutionalists have ;.ated grave misunderstanding. 

feeling is that these ^ the c 

and did not have any direct ^^‘7" \ theHon’blcMember 

oftheSadar-i-Riyasat .. Geneial Clauses 

l,as well discussed the Co"sUt to the laws where- 

N t and h IS drawn the aticnt Head of the State and 

:^e lemmu an^^^|lMe. Jb^n 

^ei'vc'ius com,to^ Th- action taken by him is perfectly correct. 

I'hc Hon’ble Membersarc fully aware that one of the fundamen¬ 
tals of all the constitutions of the world is that the opinion of the 
nlioritv prevails upon the minority. In every 

,t is the majoritv vote that decides the issue. Here in Sjate 
• he miioritv of the members in the former Council 
onnosed to the (policies of the) cx-Prime Minister 
the country towLds disaster. They informed the 
that it wa^ impossible for the old Ministry to continue without 
lettinc loose in the country t he forces of disruption. The steps \\hich 
the I-Iead of the State took to tide over the difficult situation, arc 
pretty well known to the Hon'blc Members and I do not want to go 

into the details... 

It was the National Confciencc Organisation which forged the 



Kotwal Chuni Lai 
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State's relation«;hip witli India, and in t)iis the organisation 
commands the support of the people of the State. 1 he bonds oi 
relationship established with India are, therefore, inevrrable. The 
people did not like even the slightest gesture of opposition to this 
relationship on the part of our erstwhile leadtis. '1 hese liadets 
were playing to the tune of tlie imperialist agents pr<'-ert in the 
State. 

The .Steps taken recently by our present l(a<lti s are for t ho good 
of not only our country but of Asia as a whole. Had we not acted 
in the manner we did. we should as well have proved treacherous 
to the entire Asian continent. All tlic imperialist powers a>e at 
pains to gain a foot hold in our State so as to be able to ci u?h tho 
democratic movements in Asia. The steps taken by oifr leader 
to foil these imperialist machinations are therefore really 
noble,.. 

In this connection, 1 consider it necessary to submit anothei 
important point to this House. We hold internal autoncuiiy ven' 
dear. We introduced land refroms in the State because we thoughi 
we would be rendering a great service tj) the country. But the 
reactionary communal elements reaised tlie slogan of complete 
merger with India and thus caused a good deal of confusion. 1 would 
say that we are Indians first and Indians last. But we shall abide 
by our decision of preserving our internal autonomy. We shall 
thus fight shoulder to shoulder with our Indian brethern. 
(Cheers).., 

We shall lead our people towards progress on the basis of the 

ideals enunciated in “New Kashmir”_We are determined to 

maintain our internal autonomy as guaranteed to us under the 
Instrument of Accession and the Delhi Agreement. The people of 
Jammu and Kashmir should not have any feap about the State’s 
complete merger with India, for we shall resist such an attempt 
with the same vigour as we did the two-nation tlieory. 

(Cheers)... 

You are fully aware that we did not hesitate in the least to part 
company withourleaderwhenwesawthathewas going astray. We 
pretty well believe that no person, howsoever high his position may 
be, can be considered greater than the organisation itself... 
We are loyal to ideals, but we do not attach importance to personal 
loyalties (Cheers). We pledge to implement the “New Kashmir 
programme. 

Finally, I may say that the new Government has inspired 

brighter hopes in us and we firmly hope that all 
out by the "New Kashmir” plan will be earnestly fulfilled. With 
these words, I once again express my warmest support to the present 
Government and assure it all co-operation on behalf oi ne 


{ ) 


Mr. Abdul Khaliq Bhat: 

I hc rviMit- to the rliange in Jlini^lry have come not a 

i,, ,o !.o ,n t ln-.,.notonh my view but of every sane peison 
,!, I h ■ cxc-pt, of courM', a fe.v persons who can he counted on 

liiieej t ij)^ and who liave been opposing us all along. 

1 ) 0 , in- our slru!;gle against antociacy the 
Im.I oled'o'd l.> llie ]>eople that it would implement the -Nov 
h nil ■■ ,> o-'ramme. It was with tlial aim tiuit the people parli- 
dt '.e?l in ‘ih^fVeedon. n.oventent. The people believed tl.at with 

till implementation of the''Ncw Kashnui ” programme, the countrj 

wouUl urosper The world knows what tlie Slieikh Mnustr> did 
tuning "thelL. six years. The “New Kashmir" programme re- 

inained conlsued to paper-plans onlj. 


Mouivi Mohammad Anwar Mausoodi : 

lo-dav the leader of tlie House placed before us a complete 
pinure of the events that look place in the State. AH the egal 
aspects of the Sadar-i-Kiyasal's action were \hj-ashed out here 
I'here is hardly I'uyTpoint winch was not brought to I'gh*. While 
supporting thc^noHou, 1 would also like to discuss whether the 
Sa!lar-i-Kiyapat was justified constitutionally to bring about a 
change in the former ministry. 


It is being argued by some people that the present Sadar-i- 
Rivasat is the son of the former Maharaja and the decision he took, 
was in the capacity of the Maharaja or the Yuvraj. n my opinion, 
it is far from the truth. I believe the House is well aware of the 
fact that at the t ime the Sadar-i-Riyasat was being elected, the name 
of anotlier rival candidate was put up who was not the son of any 
Raia or Maharaja. He enjoved the same citizenship rights as any 
other citizen did.. ..If the candidate’s application had not been 
reic-ted under law and if lie had gained the support of ,the House, 
we would have found to day Mahasha Nahar Singliaslhe Sadar-i- 
Rivasat instead of Shri Karan Singh. And if he had found himself 
face to face with the problem of safeguarding the vital interests 
of the country, he also‘woald have been compiled by circumstances 
to take the same decision as Shri Karan Singh did... 


We had to take into consideration so many factors at the time 
of t he State's accession to India. First of all, we had to consider the 
heterogenous mass of the population in the State ^d, like theocra- 
tic States, one course open to us was to pursue policies on the basis 
of religion. But instead of encouraging communalsm. we thought 
it advisable to give equality of opportunity and freedom to -every . 
citizen, irrespective of his religion*, caste or colour. Theocratic 
countries, such as our neighbour Pakistan, claim to give protection 
to one and one community only. Pakistan professes -to shape its 
constitution according to Quranic laws. But Paldstan has. not 
understood the Holy Quran in its ture spirit. The Holy Book talks 
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of no particular clabs of human beings. Its sav ings aic 3iicaiiL )oi 

the entire humanity. 

The National Conference stands foi lhc ctiualiiy of j l i pli: ol 
all the communities of this country. .. Wo have n for eur?(h 
to what extent this ideology of the Xalional ( onfcitiu. has s) nad, 
and how this organisation has fought for the beltci na iil c j t la 
countrv and its people. Our neigbboiinrg countiy (1 ahiblai)) 
professes the Islamic ideology to be the bed-rock of l lie pu icics ni 

its Government, but we see how non Jtiudims me being bubjtclcd 

totyranny much against the U^achings of Islam.... 

The National Conference found that its ideaN and principles 
were on all fours with those of the Indian National ( ongrt-h 1 
found that the only party in India which had any regard b-r hu¬ 
man values and stood for the under-dog and the oppiysstd Ca 
Indian National Congress. Taking all these factors 

ation, we requested for their lielp when we wye acc o v t.g 

danger, and they readily gave the help to us. W e dyuUd a c 
to India and llic Indian leaders welcomed our \ 

therefore, essential for us to abide by I ns dcc.MOn ' 

vacillations. We should not let the world say that ^ 

bv us was a measure of expediency and that 

day from the path we have been following for the last six > ea s. U 
course, w-e did not take tl.at decision under any ‘7;*;J 
connection. I would particularly like to , 'd ( d 

would refer tliem to a few alrributcs of a true J 

by the Holv Quran. A Muslim is one who docs not * 

reposed in him and who fulfills t tc piomiscs, am p cc g s c 
makes....The Muslims havea deal in Indim aiu I do^^nol 
want to go into any more details on this pom . 

sav that" it was absolutely nccessaiy ' U.e 

rnnnttv where human va nes are respected. J\^olco^(.r. m 
Hon’ble Membrs a.x well a.are of the internal conrblu.n ot 

Pakistan at present..* 

I would recall some incidents of tire ycyi-lqlT^^ 
invaded Kashmir. Master Abdul Azi^ of 

e™,.p 1.1.™. K;?';;- ..'i. P"- 

ihestoneswillmelt. Their only fault ^vas ha th^^ 

andconsidercdnon-Muslmisayheii neigh - niaintaincd that if 

age-old ties of affection and fricndslnp. .should l-e given 

Pakistan had come into '^e’ng, the minontieb -1 ' 1 ' Ih.zot- 

complete protect ion. But in return they " <,yi^atccl on 

farahad bridge. I 

me, hut this much I must certainly raniiot crush that 

make no head-way in that country. Foi w traditional to 

spirit ot good neighbouriiness and tolerance tliat is tracm. 

Kashmir... (Cheers). 
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I I,c whole of Kash.uir will steacUastly fight fo. these traditions. 
The Kashmiri is proud of the fact that he has always been kind to 1, s 
1 e-dibour. The^ Kashmiri Muliins should never forget this nob e 
SdcSl. It is our moral respousibility not to forget the good done 
to us by India. Wc should prove true to India. 

Sometimes it is being argued that India will our 

interests. Leaving aside the help rendered to us during the last six 
years, may I refer to the help and sympathy sho\\n to us by the 
Indian National Congress when India herself was a slave of the 
Hritisii? I am sure the Hon'ble Members rem^ber all tbese 
events—Pt. Nehru’s arrival in Garhi during the "Quit Kashmir 
Movement. Maharaj Kisiicn's march at the head of the army to 
fight Panditji.* attempts to ban his entiy at the point of bayonet 
etc. The Hon'ble Members arc well aware bow Panditji bad risked 
his life It would be sheer ingratitude to forget these events. 

■ I am strongly of the opinion tliat if tlie people of Kashmir forget 
the sympathy and support they have received frem India frem 
1931 to the present dav, the future of Kashmir is bound to lapse 
into darkness and degeneration for centuries to come. 

I do not want to take much of the time of the House, but 
would like to express my opinion regarding the recent develoiircnts 
in the State. 


It is being argued in some quarters that so long as the principle 
of “one organisation, one programme and one leader'" stands 
why should any such change have taken place at all ? I would 
like to say that the leaders continue to maintain their positions 
so long as they.follow the right track. But as soon as they deviate 
from that track, they cease to be leaders any longer. The Hon’ble 
Members of the House are aware of the developments that have led 
to tlie change in the leadership of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah. 
So far as Sheikh Sahib’s person is concerned, 1 respect him as a 
human being. But so far as his dcvialionist policy is concerned 
which would liavc jeopardised the ^'ital interests of the country, 
1 cannot lend any support to liiin (Cheers).... In other words, in my 
capacity as a humble servant, I would not profess loyalty to sny 
cause which is harmful to the country. I would draw the attention 
of the Muslims of Kaslimir to the events that took place after the 
Prophet had conquered Mecca. The Prophet asked everybody 
to be loyal to him but cautioned them not to follow him in case he 
set tliern on the wrong track. At the present moment seme sections 
of the Muslim population are interpreting the dismissal of Sheikh 
Mohammad Abdullah in various ways, although the position is 
very clear, and does not require much explanation. So long as he 
continued to lead the country correctly, the people of the counir}' 
remained by his side. But when they detected a change in his 


•Maharaj Kishan was the Distreit Magistrate of Srinagar during the 
f'Quit Kashmir’’ movement. 
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intentions, they preferred to be loyal to the interests of the country 
rather than to him. Accordingly, they gave their verdict.. . 

With these words, I support the motion of confidence. 

Mr. Kaushak Bakola i 

While supporting the views expressed by the Hon’ble Members, 
I would like to say a few words. Ladakh is a backward area— 
and all the demands we made on behalf of the people of this area 
during the last six years were not heeded by the previous Govern¬ 
ment. During the tribal raids, Pakistani looters demolished many 
Gumphas in the Zanskar and Layan areas. On their w^y back, the 
invaders looted the people and carried with them cattle and other 
booty. We made several requests to the previous Government 
that some aid be given to the desolate people of these areas and 
some money be advanced for the reconstruction of the Gumphas. 
But no heed was paid to our requests. We had suggested that the 
land revenue be realized, not in kind, but in cash, and that in 
educational institutions of Ladakh, Ladakhi be made the medium 
of instruction in primary classes. We had also suggested that 
Bodhi be taught upto the tenth class and examinations conducted 
properly to test the ability of students in that language. Five 
years have elapsed but no measures were adopted in this behalf. 
We demanded that canals be dug out at suitable places in Ladakh, 
and in view of the difficulties in communication experienced by 
the people, a jeep-road be constructed. But tlie previous 
Government did not at all consider these demands of the people. 

After our freedom from 120 years' old Dogra slavery, we 
demanded the right of self determination on the lines indicated in 
the “ New Kashmir.’* In support of this demand the people of 
Ladakh held meetings and took out processions. Even then the 
previous Government overlooked this genuine demand of the people 
of Ladakh and, at the instance of communalists and other anti¬ 
social elements, such as usurers, these demonstrations were 
declared subversive. As against this, some of the leaders of tlic 
previous Government, falling under the influence of mischievous 
elements, made speeches which were bound to endanger the peace 
and tranquility of the country. 

In this state of affairs, the Sadar-i-Riyasat, who was not 
slow in sensingthe gravity of the situation, dismissed the Ministry. 
A new Government headed by Dakshi Ghulam Mohammad was 
formed. This action of the Sadar-i-Riyasat was timely and appro¬ 
priate. 

It is very fortunate that Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad has been 
appointed Prime Minister. We are sure that during his regime 
the Government will look to the interests of the poor and distressed 
people of Ladakh and undertake nation-building activities like 
construction of canals and roads, realization of land-r^venijl>UrJp 
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a|,p,„i.riatc form, anrl tlms baniili poverty and ignorance from the 
luiid ul Laclakli. 

i; ik^lii S.iheb a popular leader and he is in favour of Kashmir's 

accession to India. We are sure that internal autonomy 

will b-’granted to Ladakh during the regime of Bakhslii balieb, 

and til 10 will bo no dilly-dallying any moi?: as Imppencd in tlie 

■ - * ■ a V*k aN % ^ 


regiin 


oi llio picvious Government 


In the end I would once again congratulate Bakhshi Sahtb 
on behalf of the people of Ladakh and Kargil and express sanguine 
hope that he would devote his attention to the amelioration ol the 
lot of tlic people of those areas. 


Mr. Ghulam Mabi Wani: 

Many fantastic rumours are afloat about the recent turnover 
in the Ministry. The enemies of the National Conference spread 
false and fantastic stories about it and paint the developments 
black bofore the world. Really speaking, this change should have 
come much earlier. But personal loyalties and other considerations 
prevailed in the organization and the required action was put off 
riie fact is, that the rift had set in the party long ago and the 
Working Committee was busy thinking out a solution to this grave 
problem, liie Congress leaders showed an appreciable concein in 
iho matter. Pandit Nehru and Maulana Azad used their good 
ofTicesinbridgingthe gulf in the organization, but to no avail. The 
gulf widened, and the Sadar-i-Riyasat rose to the occasion and 
effected a salutary change. 

This change was not. therefore, brought about by any external 

agency but by the National Conference itself, which voices the 

feelings of the entire people. The enemy has been busy fomenting 

strife in the organization which is too strong for such machinations. 

The National Conference has set before itself the ideal of “ New 

Kashmir” and if the present Government also makes a departure 

from this chosen ideal of the organization, it will not hesitate to 

take action against it as well. 

% 

With these words, I once again support warmly the motion 
and pray, to God that He may in His mercy guide the National 
Conference and the leader of the House in achieving our cheri.«hcd 
ideals and objectives. 

Mauivi Ghulam Nabr Hamadani: 

I fully endorse the motion introduced by the Hon’ble Baltshi 
Ghulam Mohammad. 

Sardar Kulbir Singh; 

The recent Ministerial change was rendered inevitable in the 
background of the developments that had come to a head in the 




Sardar 
Kulbir Singh. 
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State. It was juslifK'd IxcauM- a (Kj»aitiui- \\a> iiuaU (liv t!io 
erstwhile leader of the (ruveiiiUM-nti Iruni llie dniioci.ilic tr.uliiiniis. 
so steadfastly upheld by us all aloii^. 

I will Jiot go into the detail- of the i—ue, but I niu<-l dwill 
on its constitutional aspect. 1 lu- ]|t<u>e i^. well aw.nc <.i the fed 
that the former Prime Minister wa- chcled !'\' this Iloi-'c. It i- a 
common practice eveiywhcn tha* a l-ail\ el.oO'(> it> ..\\n hadcr 
according to its '-ct policy. 

Two years ago, when tlie Conj^tiluent As-emMy was e-irddishcd 
and met for its first session, a jH>li( y s'alenunt ab«.ut tic liiiuK' 
of the State was drawn up. wliieli rt fleett d tin titgcs and a'-jiiat i( ns 
of the people living in different part> ol tin- 'J he -lal' iik m 

was placed before the House by the lunnci i’rinu AJ'nist(i. J t was 
discussed threadbare by the Hon’!)le M«inber> o) the House 
and was finally adopted... 

The House liad adopted the policy after discus>ing the thrte 
alternatives open before it. dho altern;iti\e? w<.rc aec’'ssion to 
India or Pakistan or independence from bf)th. S(* far as acc( ssioi'; to 
Pakistan was concerned, it was ruled out by the House after con¬ 
siderable deliberation. Slieikh Abrlnliah ga\'e scim itufutalle 
reasons against ind<*pendencc. He said 'In considering 
independence we must not ignore practical considerations, l iisi, 
it is not easy to protect sovereignty and indepcndi-nce in a small 
country which lias not sufficient strength to delciul itseil i n our 
long and difficult frontiers bordering so many countries. Secondly, 
we must have the good-will of all our neiglibours. Can we tnul 
powerful guarantors among them to pull together always in assuring 
us freedom from aggression { 1 would lil;e to remind you tliat 

from August 15 to October 22, I 947 . our Slate was ind« pendent 
and the result was that our weakness was exploited by the 
nieghbour with whom we had a valid Stand-Still .\greeiTient. J he 
State was invaded. Wiiat is the guarantee tliat in future too we 
may not be victims of a similar aggression ? ’... 

The House is, T believe, aware of the fact that India reicctcd 
the Dixon Plan and so did the General Connril of the National 
Conference, the reason being that the Plan envisaged a disnieinber- 
ment of the territories of the State. It is obvious now tluit (ftorts 
were made to dcfiect us from the basic principles of the Nalicnrl 
Conference which formed the bed-rock of its policies a leso 
years. We fought the two nation theory and several reactionary 

forces. But efforts were made to lead us astray. 

The decision to effect a change in the Government was in 
evitable in the circumstances. With these words I "'TPort the 
motion of the Hon'ble leader of the House and “ ^ 

having removed the former leadership, we w'l.l carr\ 
programme on the road to progress. 
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Mr, Ghulam Mohi-ud-Din Hamadani; 

The motion of confidence in tlie new Government, headed by 
Bakshi Gluilain Moliainn.ad, is under consideration of the House 
and many Hon’ble Members have spoken on it. I would like 
to congratulate the leader ot llie House and also place my views be¬ 
fore the House. 


Our country has long been subject to the evils of pov’erty, 
ignorance and misery. Twenty years back, a mass upsurge swept 
Kashmir and the people started a movement in llie State...It is 
true that this movement was communal in outlook in the initial 
stages and w'as confined to Muslims only. But within a few years 
\ve realised that it was not tlic l^Iuslirn alone who was in distress, 
but also the Rajput, the Harijan, the Sikh and others. \Vith this 
realization, we converted the Muslim Conference into National 
Conference, wliose doors were thrown open to the members of all 
communities of the people. 

Th line of action that the National Conference placed before 
the people is too known to merit furtlier explanation on my part... 
The National Conference, the biggest political organization in the 
State and having the largest following behind it, continued to pur¬ 
sue a non-cominunal policj'. This organization had decided in 
favour of limited accession with India and had not allowed religicn 
to have any bearing on political issues... 

But some interested people tried to create disruption in our ranks 
in the narne of religion. They tried to sabotage the working of our 
organization. The result was that the leadership of the National 
Conference overlooked the basic principles and ideals of the organi¬ 
sation. The speeches they made during the last ftw' months created 
considerable consternation and commotion in the State, placing 
the peace and tranquility of the country in jeopardy. Should, 
however, timely action not have been taken, the country would, 
perhaps, have met with a disaster from which it could not have 
recovered for centuries to come... 


Certain forces were let loose in the city of Srinagar. Normally 
every body has a right to present his view-point. But nobody has 
the right to attack one’s honour, religion and property. When 
such a situation arises, it is the responsibility of the Government 
to give protection to every citizen and protect his rights. 


I may add here that we never acceded to India out of greed ; 

nor did wedoso m thehopethat India would distributeallher wealth 

among us, and leave millions of people poverty-stricken and 
un-cared for. But we were convinced that there was a community 

to establish a secular 
were the objectives before us and there is nothing 
if I? n * them. We are being dubbed as traitors to day. But we 
should have certainly been traitors if we had departed from the 






principles we followed Irum I 9 I 7 onwaub and if we li.id not looked 
to the interests of our country. Our accession to India is tlie 
result of our community of ideals.. . 

Tliceventsthatliave taken place in the country aft( rl'tli August 
are hopeful to a large cxtuU. J^.ut wo have gigantic problems 
facing us. Every issue that we tackle gives rise to a chain of 
other issues. There is intense poverty in our countrv. Jlure are 
no medicines for tiic diseas-.cl. Our resources are limited and 
above all, tlie country is not live fi e-m ilangers. We liave to rcnio\e 
these dangers. firm determination is necdetl to grapple with all 
these problems. It is a fact that our leader of the House is a man of 
iron will. But we will not be able to solve these problems effect ivelv 
unless we face them in an organized manner, of cotirsc, witli the 
sincere co-operation of people Jiving in every nook and comer of 
the country... 

Mr. Ghulam Rasool Kar: 

The developments (in llic State) came to a head on the htli of 
August. But the National Conference was already well aware of 
tlie causes that brought about Hie change (in the Jlini.stry). 

I would like to speak on some of the factors tlial were responsible 
for this change. During the past si.\ years, the old Government 
tried to show that tliey were soh ing the problems of tlie ])eople. 
But all that was tall talk; notliing substantial was achieved in 
actual practice. 

•As is very well known to the Hon’llo Members, our country 
is not industrially advanced. Our biggest industry is agriculture. 
So long as the Government do not take steps to turn agriculture into 
a thriving industr.y, no headway can be made towards real i>rrgress. 
The old Government claimed that tliey had spread a network of 
irrigation canals and raised bunds in the State. A glance at 
the activities of the Government will reveal that in Maniwar, lakhs 
of rupees were spent on the raising of bunds. But the Banaj'ari 
bund, which the old Government had estimated to beccmplctcd in 
one year, could not be completed even during the last six jvars. 
Similarly, the Saniwara bund has been under construction for the 
last four years. It waswidelyannounccdtl^atit would be ccmpletcd 
within one year and tliat it would malcc vast areas of land safe 
against inundation. Although large sums of money have been 
spent on its construction, it has not been completed as yet. 

Similarly, it was claimed that the construction of a net-work of 
canals was going in the State. Canals were dug out, but when water 
'vas thrown open into these, the current washed them awaj’’ leaving 
not a trace of the constructions behind... 

I-et us take the food-problem... It was becoming very 
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nTt'*turtli'con!^^ t^u^'l'hc peaslnio '. ^‘\Vhcncver"we brought these 
Inr.lhsips to tut nulicc of tlie Government , we were itimidatcd and 
‘ ^ ai-^nn=>.nl fro.n the organ.zation or the committee 

u’m c pre^otued. During tlic course of public meetings, i/any one 
brought such injustices to notice, he was insulted and humiliated... 

lust now my eolleagu-'. Mr. Hamadani, described l*o^v the 
soceclics made during the past five months by some of our erstwhile 
leaders did great harm to the eoiintry . 1 hose leaders 

s-v.-ral sp.edies in my locality also, wl.ich went against the 
pi inciples and ideals u'plield by the National Conference during 
tlic last twenty years ... 


At tliis gra\’c hour we were sorcl) in need of a comrade who 
W)uld give us guiilarice and lead us towards our cherished^ goal, 
(ioc^ be thanked for wo have amongst us a colleague of the eminence 
of Khal\d-i-Ka%hm\r, Dakshi Ghniam Mohammed, who has taken 
upon Inmsclf the responsibility of implementing our policy and 
programme. 


Mr. Krishen Dev Sethi : 

I am sure if the change (in Govcinnicnt) had not talcen pRice, 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir would have been turned into 
another Korea. 


Ilow the Imperialist Powers manoeuvred to annex the Jammu 
and Kaslimir State is an old story. First of all. Lord Wellesly and 
LordDalhousi tried to bring Kashmir within the fold of the British. 
T.-carist Russia was then making some headway and Afghanistan 
w-is not coming within llie British hold. Besides, there was seme 
trouble in the Punjab. The State oj Jammu and Kashmir was, 
therefore, carved out by Ibe British so that they would use it for 
their sinister designs. It was for that purpose that Maharaja 
Pratap Singh, who did not like the interference of the British, was 
deposed in 1890. 

Then followed the freedom-movement in the Jammu and 
Kashmir State. This was the reflection of the movement then 
going on in India against the Imperialist Powers. The then 
Kashmir Goveinment raised the Hindu-Muslim issue and bought 
off some leaders of the State, some of whom were educated young- 
men.. Yusuf Shah and Ashai were among such persons, w ho made 
efforts to suppress the popular movement. The Government 
bolstered up several parties such as the Muslim Conference, the 
Hindu Sablia etc., which had already beenbrought into existence. 
This wasdoiie with the purpose of destroying the freedom-movement 
*of the people. Later on, Gilgit was annexed by the British.* But 
tliefrecdom-movcment in Kashmir continued to be inspired by 




Mr. Kriihen Dev Sethi. 
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the freedom movement in India. ikaiuvliiie, inijxiialist 
machinations went on gaining blrength in il.c 

The Hon'ble Members arc well aware ot the intrigues hatcli'xl 
hv the British in cotijunction with ^ianaiaja Haii ^ingli aiier tiie 
rartition of India. 1 hey advised him to declare the State mdcpcji- 
(ienttofludia and Pakistan) so that they could get a foot-hoid in it 
for their militaiy purpo-^es. But they failed in then attempt. 

Thev had then a tribal invasion made oii K.uluiiir. Several 
British otli ers had a hand in it. Brigadier Scott oi the Kashmir 

Government was a party to the intrigue. AGoveinoi of 

^vlded Punjab and a British General were also woiking behind 

the scenes. \Ve have solid facts available with us in piool of it. 

But the peoples movement in Kashmir forced the imperialKta 
to admit defeat in ilieir designs. 

Wefthe people of Jammu and Kashmir ) wanted lo inuke our 
choice in regard to ac^ssiou after duethought and 
But Pakistan left us with no time to 

the attitude of the th m G r/ern n'-Geiieral of India, Lord Mount- 
batten wis. Later on, Graham proposed the landing of imperial- 

ist iiips ou the sou it Kashmir. Cut the pcop e of ‘lentocrat.c 

'cSn°kt at naught all those o' t e 

sure the National Conference has strength enoufeh to rise to 
occasion and give a crushing blow to such inlngue. (Cheers). 

The Dixon plan, which recommend Jhe Trel^^to 

areas should go to India and the Muslim ma cutj a^eas^to 

Pakistan, and that trusteeship be f a military 

Valley, ultimately aim.d at Ale Members arc 

base of the imperialist powers. The B ^ 

fully aware of how and what ,eiected the Dixon 

Plan. The National Conference striaghtway ie t b 

Plan. Later on.suchmovements were aunched inthes 

would pave the way for the fulfilment of tb p 

The Praja Parislied came >nto dJ^^The’ cin-ble 

the support of communal organizations Svama P-rasad 

Members are aware of that statement f;^_^"*Ltclakh should 
Mookrrjee ia which he declared that Jam ,, ^•\^Qo^e its won 
be merged with India and that Kashmir should clioo_ 

way. 

% • 1 1 • 17 tint tb6 Praj& 

The interested parlies went on eople of the State. 

Parished movement was the movement o P 

1 in liftnmu had some 
The truth, however, is that the peop ® ^ rehabilitation 

problems such as of language, services , J^^^TQ^^-ernment liad failed 
and resettlement of ex-soldiers, which Government, 

to tackle. Taking advantage of the faiun 
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tlic- rcactioiicry partk‘> raisetl certain slogans in order to fulfil' 
their own designs. In this w^-. they received the support of- 
Dr. Mookerjee who declart-d that Ladakh and Jammu should be 
merged with India.. Tiiese elements tried to cause disruption in 
Kashmir also. Efforts were made to create such au atmosphere 
in Kashmir which \\ould help in the execution of tlie Dixon Plan,..- 


if we j)eei) into the history of the past events, we find that 
a tendency for “ independent ’’ Kashmir had grown inside the 
National Conference. In 1949, Sheikh Sahib said that it would 
bcin the best interests of tlie Kashmir Valley to remain " inde¬ 
pendent." We at once <lotectcd tlic danger inherent in such 
an idea and we spoke on the subject on the floor of the Assembly,., 
When Sheikh Sahib went to attend the Security Council meetings 
lie held a conference with the representative of Yogoslavia, Mr. 
Bebler, who told him that his idea of " independent” Kashmir was 
quite correct. Reports to this effect have also appeared in news¬ 
papers. In 195U-51, Chester Bowles came to Kashmir, who held 
several paralcys witli Sheikh Saheb. And immediately after that a 
report appeared in the " Avanti” the premier Italian daily, which 
stated that Chester Bowles had made efforts in Kashmir to give 
tiic Valle}’ an ” independent” status. The representative of the 
” Christian Science Mnniter,” who had an interview with Sheikh 
Abdullah, also favoured the plan of “independent” Ka'^bmir 
On Dth July. 1953, the “ New York Times ” published the Di.voii 
proposal, and on (>th it came out with its support for it... 


^ Mr. Adlai Stevenson, who came to Kashmir , exchanged views 
with Sheikh Abdullah for several hours.... Most of the members 
of the Cabinet were never informed of these meetings and what 

B'^^t to-day Adlai Stevenson himself says 
K^hmir ” placed before him his plan of independent” 


„ powers-want to have (lie Dixon Pfan imposed 

on the State. The United Nations Observers have been distrf- 
buting money throughout the State in order to accomplish that 
objective. . Their movements and activities have helped the 
independence movement a great deal... 

how'a'IJf.ri.r® chain-of events is linked and 

It is a fact that 

Amenca Jet dowm Dr. Mussadiq. turned Korea into a battle-field 

Chiang Kai Shek against the people of China. 
Both Britain and Amenca are jointly set against deroocraev 

W^ shvlTsee^haT ^intervention to succeed in theState. 
We shall see that the democratic traditions take firm roots inrour 

Ofthn RnnJ ^ opportunity of informing the Leader 

kinds S Agreement wis signed, two 

Ser with here-one for complete 

merger with India and the other for “ independence Both 
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these tendencies are very dangerous inasmueli as tliey pave the 
way for foreign intervention, Wlnit we should do in the circum¬ 
stances is tliat while opposing our separation from India, we 
maintain our relationship with the democratic torces in that 
country, and translate the programme of “ New Kashmir " into 
realityl We should also oppose the proposal of merger. In fact, 
weare determined to fight both these tendencies witli all the 
courage we can muster. 

Mr. Abdul Gani Gooni; 

It was in this House that the State’s accession to India was 
confirmed. The Instrument of Accession had already been signed, 
but it was confirmed here later on. Die Delhi Agreement was 
also confirmed by this House... Similarly, the dt;\clcpments that 
took place between August 8 and 9 are now receiving the attention 
of this House. 


It is not so grave a matter as is given out by some inlercstcd 
elements* If we look round tlie world find such things happen¬ 
ing from time to time. In lh<* recent pa^t, Dr. Mussadiq externed 
the Shah of Iran, General Naguib remoyed Shah Farouq from 
Egypt and the Go\’ernor General of Paki'^tan di>rnissed Kh\\a]a 
Na/dm-ud-Din. Rut it is astonishing to find international 
importance being attached to any and every development tha 
takes place in Kashmir. I agree witli my learned friend Hr. betni 
who remarked that interested forces are working beninf 
the scene. These forces arc bent upon giving mteniatimia 
importance to whatever happens inside Kashmir. 1 le 
position of India vis.a-vis Pakistan is also being exploited by 
them. 

After having worked under the leadership of 
for twenty or twenty two years, we had to part company ivitn i , 
because he deviated from the set policies of tlie National Con ; 

As for the organization itself, it still n\Mis the p 
which it owned before. 

During the last two or tliree months, great unrest has 
amongst the people of the State. The reason for this unrest 

that Sheikh Sahib had bade good bye to Ins 

the Working Committee meetings, it was decided th j 

ings of the meetings would not be placed tie^orc I e before 

our high command, {i e.. Sheikh Sahib himself) ^PP,. , i 

the people without conLlting other colKagues and disclosed all 

that had transpired in the meetings.. * 

Earlier, Sheikh Saheb had been *|y®-^°^ 50 vereign 

skies. He stated times without number *1'^* Herisions. But 
body and no power on earth could violate its against 

ironically enough, without consulting his responsibility 

Its decisions. My feeling is that he was evading P 
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and by nuking unbridled speeclies, lie was creating great mis¬ 
understanding among the people... 

The people were watching the events with great care. They 
were coniused. A ]'''uly of the Jammu people had started a 
communal movement which ought not have been tackled in the w'ay 
Sheikh Sahib did. If the Praja Parhhed or Dr. Mookeijce says 
that Jammu and Ladakh should be separated from the rest of the 
State, our reply should not be “ Let Jammu and Ladakh go to 
hell —we have to look alter Kashmir only.” Thus did our 
leadership aUo fall a victim to cominunalism. While on the one 
hand we profe.^sed democratic ideals, on the other hand we bent 
before a small communal parly and accepted its demands... 

Having a^ses.sed the situation for myself and looked at its 
constitutional aspects, I can say with confidence that Bakshi 
Saheb has discharged a grave responsibility . If to-day he has 
the support and confidence of tliis House, I can assure him that 
the forty lakhc of ))eople living in the State are at his back. 
(Cheer.) 

The unrest and confusion has considerably died down now 
and I am sure tlie situation is bound to be nt rmal. I am cqua]l 3 ^ 
sure tliat by placing all his future plans and decisions before this 
House for its sanction. Bakshi Salub will have cent per cent success 
in the task of running the Governmentt. 

While congratulating the I.eader of the House, I would sulmit 
for his consideration that he should not adopt any measures for 
which he shall have to seek subsequent confirmation of the House. 
.Approval of the House should, therefoie, he sought first and 
action taken subsequently. With these words, I support the 
resolution. 

Master Ghulam Mohammad: 

• The Leader of the House, while introducing the confidence 
motion in his Government, has thrown copious b'gld on all its 
details, We can now sav tliat tlic change in the Ministry was 
inevitable. 

I would submit that (he previous Government di’d not pay 
attcniion to the far flung areas. For instance, Ladakh, Pocnch 
and Kajouri w’ore altogether ignored... 

The former Prime Minister came to Poonch in 1951, and 
made a study of all the problems facing us there. He was somuch 
inoved by the condition of people that he called a conference of the 
olheers of the Government and the workers of the National 
Conference on nth January. 1952. A long list of about 50 items 
ot peoples demands w’as prepared, which was approved by.the 
Government. But subsequently, no action wa? taken to satisfy these 




Master 

Ghulam Mohammed. 
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demands. ... Tlie result was that thej eopTe of the area c< ntim;(.d 
to remain in a backward condition, socially and econcmically. Tlic 
Panchayat and the Rural Dcveloj mt nt Dej : rnriM l? had di r.c ro 
work. One was led to beli<\c that tliis ana ot ihc State was 
receiving a step-motherly treatmcn.i. '1 Ins id« a eairud gioiird 
in the minds of the people of Rajoini and Pien); in ihc ii tial 
stages when all their demands weic tinned dev.n. A> a inatler of 
fact, it appeared as if a plan \\a^ in force to ch moialisc the fcoi'le 
■ of these areas.. 

We are grateful to Kl alid-i-Ka^hmir who, dinirg llu- last 
six years, solved some of our prohlt ms. \Vhciu\ (i v.e made a 
submission to him rega din" any ji'.bhm, he did not hoitale to 
take action. Under his leadership run livi s and proi 111 y ait- sa fo. 
I take this opportunity of declaring, with all the imj^hasis and 
certainty, that the people of Poonch and Rajoiiri have complete 
confidence in K!ialid-i-Kashmir. 

The Hon'ble Members have discussed in detail the course of 
events (of August). I am sure uhatever progress w s made during 
the last t\vent\' years would have been lost but for the timely and 
appropriate action taken recently. In the light of tliese cirrum- 
stanecs. I fully support the recent changes effected in the Ministry. 

Mr. Asad Ullah Mir; 

I strongly endorse the 'resolution that Khalid-i-Kashmir, 
the Prime Minister,'has placed for the consideration of this House. 
In the light of the situation assessed licrc. I am convincid (l;at 
the developments that took place on the night follcuing August 8, 
1953 were inevitable. The good of the couutiy hes in this cl arge. 

The leadership has changed but the parly has survived. It 
has been reshuffled and rejuvinaled. ..With these few words, I 
once against strongly endorse the motion of confidence. 

Prime Minister’s winding up slafcn'cr.t: 

I and my colleagues in the Government are deeply impressed 
by the expressions of trust and confidence made in us bj the 
Hon'ble Members. We have already had a keen feeling of • res¬ 
ponsibility, but the statements made by the Hon blc Members 
have set a sharper edge on it. T realize that it has now bocr'inc incum¬ 
bent upon us to prove ourselves true to the trust and confidence 
our friends here have reposed in us. The test for us would he not 
in what we say but in what we practically do. 

Sir, through yon, I would assure the Hr use that <^o 
basic and fundamental ideals and principles ot the - a 
Conference are concerned, we shall do our h''=t to .'ittain our goal 

by strictlj' adhering to tlieso. 

Now comes the question of accession. 


^^'hatever be the 
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nalurc of our accession to India in the eyes of this House, whctlur 
it be called limited accession or anytliiug else, it \\ ill be our busi¬ 
ness l<»implement the Instrument Accession to India and the 
Delhi Agreement. 

\s regards merger or separation, I would submit that we shall 
strongl}'oppose the idea of separation and we shall ncverltnd sup¬ 
port to the slogan of merger. These are the policies whicli wc 
have firmly upheld so far. 

Hy far the largest problem that confronts us, and to which I 
attach the greatest importance, is, as I have already stated, not 
of any p litical or military nature, but of eliminating the economic 
distress which has been on the increase since 1947 and is lo-day 
at its worst. The first and the foremost step to be takfn by us 
will be to find out measures for arresting the economic dcgcneia- 
tion. We arc determined to go ahead with this pain. By the 
grace of God, the Almighty our firm will and strong dot ei min a lion 
arc sure to crown us witli success. 

It will be for the administration to implement all such 
schemes for the welfare of the people as the Hon’ble Members in 
this House may consider suitable. All. the previous schemes 
proved mere scraps of paper and nothing besides, and the respon¬ 
sibility lies squarely on the previous administration. But 1 would 
assure the House that we will give the countiy a clean administia- 
tion. I would, however, like to make it clear that in the light 
of the changed circumstances the present administration would 
modify the previous methods of implementing our programmes 
and, in doing so, it will try to gain the support and sympathy of 
this House. Further, if we find any officer, high or low, going 
astray, we will lose no time in bringing him to book. 

So far as the HonTile Members of this House are concerned, 
I consider their honour and respect as my own. I do fullj' realize 
that I and mycolleaguesin the Cabinet will be guided by the policies 
that this House will determine ahd thus shall we guide the country 
as a whole. One of my friends here has cautioned us against 
referring any issue to the House for subsequent ratification. I 
would submit that we slialJ make all efforts to see that such cccasions 
do not arise in future. When it will not be possible for the House 
to meet in time, wc might, in such circumstances, be obliged to adopt 
suitable measures. But I would assure the House that we will 
always keep in view our responsibilities and I hope that no such 
occasion will arise in future. 

Sir, I w'ould again assure the House that 1 am keenly alive 
to the trust and confi dence reposed t y it in me and my Government, 
and whatever step.s we take will be influenced by this keen realiza¬ 
tion. 



Mr. Ai»ad UHah Mir. 
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APPENDICES 




Joint Memorandum of the Cabinet Members. 

You will kindly recall that in the course of the meeting of the 
Cabinet, held on August 7, 1953, and on many other occasions 
previousiy, \s'e brought to your notice that certain pronounced 
tendencies indicating a very sharp divergence of opinionhadbecome 
manifest in our approach to the broad policies which form the 
basis of the Government and tlio administration. Contrary to 
the normal practice of a uniform policy in the conduct of the 
administration, it has become increasingly clear tliat Mr. Beg and 
3 ^ 011 , in utter disregard of the opinion of your colleagues and without 
their consultation, make public pronouncements which flout the 
principle of joint rcsponsibilit 3 \ Since tlic formation of the present 
Government, in spite of the constant endeavour of your colleagues 
to secure ma.ximum agreement and unity in the formation and exe¬ 
cution of essential policies in accordance with tlie mandate given by 
the people, 3-011 have frequently' adopted certain arbitrary measures 
in complete denial of the right of expression of opinion of even your 
own colleagues in the handling both of external and internal 
affairs of the State. 

Most of those measures and policies have been self-contradic¬ 
tory and inconsistent, leading to serious complications. After the 
establishment of tlie Legislative Assembly, we have expected that 
our joint responsibility and collective functioning as a Cabinet 
wouhl ho governed by well-established parliamentary practices. 
But wo regret to observe that you have not only disregarded the 
wishes of your colleagues in the Cabinet, but have acted in the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly also in a manner which denied the right of freely 
expressing their opinions to the representatives of the people in 
regard to the basic policies pursued by the Government. In the 
past, oven though occasions have arisen when we seriously opposed 
certain measures which affected the efficient and smooth function* 
ing of the administration, we refrained from bringing matters to 
a head by ma.king concession to your views in the interests of 
securing harmony' and concord in the working of the Government. 
Unfortunately', however, this spirit of accommodation has been 
misconstrued by y'ou and you have consequently adopted an 
attitude which is far from democratic and indicates a tendency to¬ 
wards making arbitrary use of power and position. A our attitued 
with i'e.gard to the political and economic policies of the Government 
has given rise to a great deal of confusion in the public mind and 
serious dislocation in economic life of large sections of the people. 
For quite some time now, a factional tendency has been evident in 
the Cabinet, which has been responsijjle for a pro^essive deteriora- 
tion ill the administration. Consequently, various amcliwativ'e 
measures proposed by the members of the Cabinet in good faith have 
mot been implemented honestly. Above all, there has been a singu¬ 
lar failure to exercise vigilance and proper supervision m the 



( 34 ) 


day to day (ui.ctiomng ol the adiniimtration, which has produced 

corruption, nepotism, inetfleiency and wanton "astage of public 

resources in most spheres of Government activity. All these acts of 
omission and commission have inevitably created large-scale dis- 
cQutcnt ill various parts of the State. 

Vll along the Govcriinieiit has lacked a sense of uniforniily 
and direction in its plans and programme. Time and again, 
we have brought to your notice the imperative need of 
arresting this process of deterioration in the administration. We 
ittomptccl to represent the feelings of various sections of the people 
who were facing acute economic distress. W'e even indicated the 
urgent necessity of undertaking immediate measures for the amelio¬ 
ration of these conditions. But wc regret to say tliat you not 
only disregarded all our opinions in this respect, but have even 
ignored the recomm.-ndations of the Wazir Committee, which had 
been set upbytlic Government to inquire into a number of griev¬ 
ances of the people. 


Consequently, the political uncertainty has been accentuated 
with the result that our economy has been thrown into stagnation, 
which has impoverished large masses of people. When the tourist 
traffic showed healthy improvement last year and this year, you 
destroyed public confidence througli your irresponsible utterances. 
Tliis has created large-scale unemployment and economic unrest 
throughout the country. 

The events of the last few months have, in particular, thrown 
the State in the midst of a severe crisis. The repercussions of this 
crisis arc bound to be serious and fai-reaching. W> regret to state 
tl^at you, as the head of the Government, liave not only failed to 
take note of the situation but have, by your words and deeds, 
accentuated the tension. You have consistently refused to aqljpow- 
ledge responsibilities that devolve on you as the Prime MinigtCf 
of the State by not following the declared policies that form tl}e 
basis of the Governpient. You have tended to act in a,ma.pn.er 
that has generated uncertainty, suspense and doubt in the 
of the people of the State in general and of. those in Jamintl and 
Ladakh in particular. All these factors have combined to streng-' 
then the disruptionist forces seeking the disintegration of thg State. 
# ♦ 

As is well known, the unprovoked aggression from Paki^an 
had put our very national existence at stake. In that critical hour 
of crisis, all of us jointly approached India for help and requested 
her to accept the accession of the State and assist usin repelling the 
aggression and restoring peaceful conditions in the State. The 
united wijl of the people stood solidly behind this act of Kashmir's 
accession to India, While accepting our request, the Government 
of India assured u? of the right of self.-determination for our people. 
After the convening of the Constituent Assembly, certain inescap¬ 
able elaboration? of the State's relationship with.India were defined 


0 
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111 the Dethi Agreement, of which you were tlie clicil arciiilcct on 
our behalf. Your stand was unanimously endorsed by the Govern¬ 
ment, tlic National Conference, the Indian Parliament and the 
Constituent Assembly of tlie State. But you have not only deli¬ 
berately delayed inipiementalion of tlie agrccriicnt s on t hese ina11oi s 

which form the sheet-anchor of our policy, but liave pin posefiilly 
and openly denounced these in public. You have thus arbitrarily 
sought to precipitate a rupture in the rlatioiishin of the Stale witii 
India. Tliough it is true that the people of the State iiave the 
ultimate right to decide their future, tlie conditions of chaos 
and confusion which are being engineered today by you are bound 
to be fatal for the exercise of the right of self-d'eterminal ion by our 
people. Under these circumstances wliat seems inevitable is*that 
interested foreign Powers may well lake advantage of and exploit 
the situation for their own selfish purjiose. Mr. M. A. Beg lias 
persistently been following policies of narrow sectarianism and 
communalism, which have seriously nndennined the oneness of the 
State. Unfortunately, you liave been lending yonr support to his 
policiesin the Cabinet and his activities in public.' This lias generated 
bitter feelings of suspicion and doubt in the minds of ti c petj It of 
various constituent units of the State. Yon have ronnived at all 
these unfortunate happenings and thus strengthened and 
encouraged the forces of disruption. The result is that unity 
and the secular character, the two furulamantal aspects o/ our State, 
stand threatened to-day, 

\Vc have been constanth' urging upon yon to put an end to 
tliese unhealthy tendencies and to undertake united!}* measures 
for restoring the morale of the people. In spite of our best inten¬ 
tions, wc have failed in our effort.*'. 

It is, therefore, with great pain that we have to inform you of 
our conclusion that the Cabinet, constituted as it is at present and 
lacking as it does the unity of purpose and action, has lost the con¬ 
fidence of the people in its ability to give them a clean, efficient 
and healthy administration. 




Sadar-i*Riya6at's letter to Sheikh Abdullah. 


My Dear Sheikh Abi>ullah, 


KARA^’ MaHAT, 
Sriungaf, 
August S, 1953. 


You will recall tlmt in the course of our meeting todaj-, I 
conveyed to you may deep concern at the serious differences which 
exist in your Cabinet. 1 ihipressed u]K>n yon tlic inimecliatc 
necessity for restoring harmony and unit> 01 purpose among iljc 
members of tlie Cabinet in the execution of its policies. You were 
however, unable to assure me that tlicsc acute diffuenccs could bj 
remedied. 


This conflict within the Cabinet lias for a considerable time 
been causing great confusion and apprelicnsion in tlie minds of the 
people of the State. The situatic 11 lias reached an unprecedented 
crisis with the effect that three of your four Cabinet colleagues 
have, in a memorandum to you, a copy of wliicli they have sent to 
me, expressed their complete dissatisfaction with your actions and 
policies, which have lost the present Cabinet the confidence of the 
people. This document clearly indicates that the divergence 
within your Cabinet has reached proportions in vhicJ) the unity 
prosperity and stability of the State are gravely jeopardised. ^ 

WJien wc met today, I fuither suggested to you that an emer¬ 
gency meeting of the Cabinet should be held at my residence tin’s 
evening so that wecould jointly explore the possibilities of securing 
a stable, unified and efficient Government for the country. But 
to my regret you evaded the issue. 

Under these conditions, I, as Head of the State, have been 
forced to the conclusion that the present Cabinet cannot continue 
in office any longer and hence, I regret to inform you tliat I have- 
dissolved tlie Council of Ministers headed by you. A copy 
of my order in this connection is attached herewith. 

I need hardly add how deeply distressed I was at liaving to 
take this action, but the vital interests of the people of the State, 
which it is my duty to safeguard, leave mo no alternative. I trust 
that this will in no way affect the mutual regard and cordial feel- 
ings we have for each other. 


Yours sincerely. 


KARAN SINGH. 

SAI>AR-r-RlVA«.\T 
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order i«ued by the Sadar-i-WyasM«. August 8.1953. 

1 have been noticing with growing 
Whereas lor some , diRerences of opinion between 

concern that ‘ “"basic issues-political, econon,.c 

interests of the State : 

K»r' nf the Government have been publicly 
o.pre:;:n;“"?Rrconflicting points of view regarding these 

matters ; 

“fr-W” i'l:- 

.,,s =ss5ji=vs;n;s tztsSitr 

,“;£“rF;£t.?rg,.v,w i.op.rfi-''«»”"'v. p'“s"'"j 

and stability of the State ; 

Ministers headed by him is dissolved forthwith. 
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Sadar-i-Riyasat's letter to Bakshi Ghulam Moharrirscl. 

Karan Maiial, 
Srinagar, 
A»igust ‘J, 19’*3. 

My Dear Bakshi Sahib, 

I have just dissolved the Cabinet which funcliontd till to-clov 
and have relieved it of the powers and functions of ci^'il administ¬ 
ration of the State. I, however, feel that a new Cabinet should, 
be constituted imniedhitely soas to avoid a political and administ¬ 
rative vacuum. 

In the task of forming a new Ministry, 1 have decided to seek 
your aid and advice. Will you, therefore, make it convenient 
to meet me immediately so that we might discuss the foiination 
and composition of the ne\v Cabinet. 

I need hardly add that Die continuance in office of the new 
Cabinet will depend upon its seciiring a vote of confidence from 
tlie Legislative Assembly during its coming session. 

Yours sincerely, 
KARAN SINGH, 


Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad’s reply to Sadar-i-Riyasat’s letter. 

Srix.\car, 

August 9, 1953. 


My Dear Sadar-i-Riyasat. 


I am highly grateful to you for the trust you have reposed in me 
by calling me'to offer you my aid and advice in the task of 
constituting a new Cabinet. 


In accepting your kind invitation, I am solely guided by a 
sense of duty to mv country, and its people and I shall t^yt® 
best of my ability to fulfil the responsibilities which you 

propose to entrust to me. 


I shall be available for consultation at your convenience. 


Yours sincerelJ^ 


G. M. BAKSHI, 




Resolution of the National Conference Party in the Legislative 

Assembly. 


This meeting of the Assembly Paity of Ibe National Conlerence 
has carefully considered the present political siti.aiicii iii the 
State which has resulted from the recent developmcjils in tJie State 
and the consequent change of Governn.ent. Alter lhoii{.liilui 
deliberation, it has come to llie conclusion tliat fui llic j uiti \ aiion 
of the integrity, peace and tranquility ol the Slate a.s well as for 
saving our national movement from complete disiuplioii and dis¬ 
integration with which it was threatened, the recent clianges, lo:li 
in the Government and the Party, had becoiijc iieccssar} and 
inevitable. 

The party has felt that of late delerinined attempts were being 
made by the enemies of peace and freedom of tlie State to repudiate 
the national and secular character of the poiiical movement liere, 
thereby threatening tlie solidarity ol the liccdeni loving and 
democratic people in various parts of the Stale, 'i he attempts of 
communal elements outside the State proved deliimcniil to ilie 
unity and progress of the people which resulted in the jjread of 
communalism within the State. 1 he National Conference faced tliis 
onslaught of communalism with the help ol dcmoiaclic j;eoj)e 
in India and determined to face it in fuiurealso. WJiile reviewing 
the march of the national movement in the State, the Idaity 
recalls with pride the struggle waged by lla- people ol Jammu 
and Kashmir for winning their political freedom and econcniic 
emancipation. The traditions of r« sistance to opiucssion and 
tyranny were laid down in 1931, when a great upsurge shook tlie 
feudal order with the realitj' of an impoverished peasantry arid 
artisans awakening to their rights and privileges. Ihe basic 
factor which impelled these sections to challenge the authority 
of autocracy was economic. But material conditions obtaining at 
the time limited the scope of the movement to tlie Muslims ol the 
State who happened to be in an over-whelming majoiity. Ihcie 
is no doubt that opportunist elements and vested interests tried to 
exploit the uprisings of the people to further their own ends even 
at the cost of the interests ol the struggling masses. As time went 
on, political movement in the State was gradually influeiiced by 
the broader national movement in India and under the inspira¬ 
tion of the Indian National Congress, it widened its horbons and 
allied itself actively with the struggles of the Indian people against 
imperialism and its native supporters. It was natural that a 
community of ideologies should have been fostered as a result of 
which it was inevitable that the national movement in Jammu and 
Kashmir should emerge as the champion of the cause of all down¬ 
trodden section of the population without distinction of caste 
or community. The formation of the National Conference in 1939. 
was the fulhlme.nt of a historic necessity. The foundation of 
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national unity had already been laid by the common aspirations 
of the freedom loving Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs of the State 
and this unity was cemented by their joint struggles against 
autocracy. 

The politically awakened masses rallied behind the National 
Conference in greater strength ancl broadened its social base. 
An achieve nent of historic importance was the formation of the 
social an-I economic policies of the people of the State in the shape 
of ‘ New K.ishnir.' The objectives laid down in this programme 
became the beacon light of the national movement and inspired 
the people in their struggles for liberation. As a culmination 
of the incessant struggles of the people against autocracy, 
co.nnunilism and feudalism, power came into the hands of the 
people’s representatives in 1947. 

The Assembly Party of the National Conference recalls all 
these events in the poitical progress of the State as they are 
relevant to an understanding of the reient developments.’ The 
people of the State had expected a political consolidation of the 
various units of the State and the amelioration of their economic 
and social conditions. With faith and confidence they hoped 
for a better future as based upon the ideals of social justice and 
eqiiility of opportunity envisaged in the national programme of 
' New Kashmir.* 

The experience of the last six years, however, provided a 
shocking example of administrative bungling and political adven¬ 
turism in which some of the leaders indulged to the detriment of 
the State as a whole, Democratic functioning in the Government 
as well as in the Organisation was seriously crippled, making it 
posrible for corrupt and politically unreliable elements to thrive 
in both. The spirit of factionalism and nepotism became so 
rampant that even beneficial measures like land reforms and 
liqjiiation of rural debts, co-operatives, etc. became ineffective 
in rendering any substantial relief to the hard-pressed peasantry. 
The agrarian economy was seriously dislocated bv the enforcement 
of severe measures calculated to squeeze food* grains from the 

were introduced ostensibly 
for the extension of irrigation which proved costly failures on 
account of bureaucratic mismanagement and miscalculation. 
Above all. no attempt was ever made to rehabilitate the artisan 
classes and industrial labour. On the contrary, trade and com¬ 
merce was sought to be monopolised and industrial reconstruction 
neglected. Incentives for private effort in this direction were 
discouraged and its initiative killed completely 'The 
eiucational system was thoroughly disorganised and this basic 
ri^ht of the citizens was denied to a large number of people by 

enhancement of fees. Many of the measures were ill cou^ 
ceived and executed in a way as to cause greater dislocation of 
many social classes. 
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riiis irivivitably resulted in the growth of discontent 
throu^liout the State which assumed various forms of protest \\lien 
tjie W-itional Conference nude honest efforts to put a stop to this 
process of political and administrative deterioration. But 
untortunately tno worKing of the party both in the Organisation 
as well as in the adiiiijiistrative had become so arbitrary and high- 
lianied fliac no criticisms of the policies of the Government were 
tolerated, la tiie Party, members who happened to dilfer on 
certain issues were accused of mala fuies (bad faith) and even 
disao.tJst mouives. The footing of those who differed from the 
Govera.nent were not only disregarded, but their right lo criticise 
the Government was inisrepre>ented. No efforts were spared 
to deny the members of the Party the right of free expression 
botli in the Party meetings as well as in the Legislature. Naturally, 
the Gov'ernmeat felt itself responsible for its actions to no authority 
other than its own. Signs of disintegration were evident when 
the Government started lo be guided by principles wiiicli were 
alien to tit* traditions and ideals of the National Conference. 
So lie leaders openly started advocating expedient solutions with 
the purpose of diverting the attention of the people from 
th-.'ir im ludi-ite problems. Suggestions were publicly made 
for tile division of the Stale into communal zones.* At the time 
w.iea the Prime Minister of India and Pakistan were seeking an 
ainicable settlement of the Kashmir dispute by means of friendly 
negotiations, their authority to do so was challenged publicly 
and a denrind made for the dissolution of the State and the creation 
ol ai “ In lipenJent Kaslimir " under tlie auspices of the U. N. 
\\ iiile such was the state of affairs obtaining within the Govern¬ 
ment anl the Orginisation, some interested foreign powers made 
attc npts to utilize the combustible situation to accomplish their 
own ends. The idea of " Independent Kaslimir " had their 
blessings and support for it would afford them a foot-hold where¬ 
from th?v could e.xecute their s*^rategic and political designs in 
this part of Asia. 

In view of the grave dangers inherent in such a state of 
affairs, an over-whelming majority of the members of the National 
Conference executive and the Government offered opposition to 
this deviation from the principles owned by the National Con¬ 
ference all along. The State as a whole seemed to be on the verge 
of choas and anarchy. There was tension all round and people 
in all parts of the State became apprehensive. The situation be¬ 
came critical when arbitrary methods were used to expel the 
majority from the Government as well as the organisation. Tn 
or(^r to save the State from a great disaster, which should have 
brought about some events of Igf?, the majority of the Cabinet 
members approached the Prime Minister and the Sadar-i- 
Riyasat inviting their attention to the deteriorating conditions 
and the growing disunity in the ranks of the people. But, un¬ 
fortunately, these pleas were ignored and even the Sadar-i-Riyasat s 
intervention failed to yield any fruitful results. Consequently, 
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the Head of the State had to take the extreme step of dismissing 
the Government in the interests of preservuig pub he peace, 
in conformity with the constitutional procedure, he ca led upon 
the Deputy Leader of the National Conference Party in the 
Assembly Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad, who represented majority 
of the members of the old Cabinet, to form the Government. 

This meeting of tlie Assembly Party of the National Con¬ 
ference wliile regretting the unfortunate developments in which 
some of the leaders of the Party have separated from the majority, 
consider that the action taken by the Sadar-i-Riyasat was appro¬ 
priate and consistent with constitutional propriety. At the same 
time the party endorses the acceptance of the responsibilities 
of Government by Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad. 

iliis meeting of the National Conference Parliamentary Party, 
therefore, removes Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah from the 
londershiD of the Party and elects Bakshi Ghulam Mohammad as 
its Leader in the Legislature and extends its fullest support 
and co-operation to him in the tasks that await the labours 

of liis Government. 




